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‘Back to book’ break in’s and how to prevent them 
Students are prime targets for thieves, pickpockets and bag slashers. Pacsafe® keeps their 

laptops and digi gear safe with secure bags and top tips.  

 

HONG KONG (July, 2010): With an increased number of college 

and high school students required to supply their own laptops 

comes an unfortunate increased number of laptop theft on 

college campuses.  Students and professors lose more than just 

the dollar value of a laptop or their hard work, dissertations and 

research, they lose memories, photos and more importantly 

personal data or passwords that may be stored on it. Pacsafe® 

makers of smart, anti-theft travel gear offer secure solutions 

for both students and professors.   

 

With the economy still in unfortunate times, the temptation of 

running off with a laptop is far too easy. It goes beyond just the dorm room, students leave them in 

libraries while searching for a book at the Student Union or even while in transit at airports or on 

buses. Students at airports are particularly vulnerable with 12,000 laptop thefts or losses occurring 

every week in the US alone. All it takes is that blink-and-you’ll-miss it second and it’s gone only to 

appear on Craigslist or eBay for $100-$500USD (www.nineronline.com/.../recent-rise-of-laptop-

theft-on-campus-1.2194117 ). 

 

Thankfully, Pacsafe® have developed a range of stylish anti-theft 

solutions for students. The meshsafe™ M200 is a young, urban 

laptop messenger bag that fits a 15.4” laptop and offers a 

removable, padded laptop sleeve.  The built in padlock and 

eXomesh® slashguards combined with the snatchproof strap 

allows students to anchor their bags to a secure fixture, like a table 

leg in a café, to deter would be grab and run thieves.  Designed for 

students and young professionals, the bag also boasts spacious, 

organisational compartments for documents, gadgets and 

stationery. For students looking for a backpack, the meshsafe™ 

B200 offers a practical, streamlined alternative with all the same 

features. The backpack option also won’t let potential thieves know you have a laptop hidden inside. 

Both bags are available in a warm Deep Chocolate or cool Black & Silver and also come in smaller 

13” laptop sizes.  

 

Students looking for a more rugged, laid-back look should check out Pacsafe®’s Venturesafe™ line. 

The Venturesafe™ 300 offers a compact, vertica, equally securel solution for carrying netbooks and 

iPads, whilst the Venturesafe 400™ for 13” laptops keeps things light and fun with a built-in 

headphone port and the colour option of striking, stand out Tabasco.   

  

 

 



 

 

 

Pacsafe® top tips to outsmart college campus thieves:  

• Never leave your laptop unattended in public  

             places. This includes classrooms. Either take it with  

             you or lock it to a secure fixture.  

• Personalise and mark your computer as much as 

             possible. Think stickers, marking your name on it.  

             Make it identifiable. This will also ensure against  

             accidental theft.  

• Keep your bag zipped up. Whether you’re paying 

for something or just waiting in a queue. Always remember to keep your laptop in your bag 

and zipped up. Bags with Smart Zipper Security™ add an extra barrier to experienced, 

nimble fingered thieves.  

• Hide & secure your laptop in dorm rooms. Dorms are busy places and most students 

leave their doors open. If you’re going to be gone and leaving your laptop remember to keep 

it out of sight and secured to a fixture.  

• In case of theft use a Tracking & Recovering programme such as Computrace or LoJack 

for Laptops from Absolute Software. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Appendix:  

Laptop & college theft statistics:  

• According to a survey conducted by Absolute Software, dorm rooms and schools are among 

the top five places for laptop theft.( http://hubpages.com/hub/Laptop-security-think-beyond-

the-dorm-room) 

• A laptop goes missing every 50 seconds (http://hubpages.com/hub/Laptop-security-think-

beyond-the-dorm-room)  

• According to the FBI  97% of laptops are never recovered  

• 12,000 laptop thefts or losses occurring every week in the US alone 

(http://www.dell.com/content/topics/global.aspx/services/prosupport/en/us/exec_summary?

c=us&l=en&s=gen) 

• Used laptops sell on Craigslist or eBay for $100-$500USD (www.nineronline.com/.../recent-

rise-of-laptop-theft-on-campus-1.2194117) 

• $12 Billion annual cost of data loss (http://site-press.com/antivirus/antivirus-news/small-

business-backup-data-loss-statistics/ 

What is eXomesh®? 
Our eXomesh® patented anti-theft technology is found in most of our smart products. It’s a strong, 

lightweight, flexible, high-tensile, stainless steel, slashproof wire mesh which is used in our smart 

travel gear as:  

•••• eXomesh® cage system:  Locks closed and locks to a secure fixture with a heavy duty 
locking device.  The eXomesh® is either externally fitted to bags or laminated between fabric 
to form a bag. 

• eXomesh® slashguards: our stainless steel wire mesh is built discreetly into areas targeted 
by bag slashers, like the bottom and side panels.  

Slashproof Carrysafe™ straps 

Our adjustable Slashproof Carrysafe™ straps are reinforced with a lightweight, flexible, high-tensile 
stainless steel wire which prevent opportunistic bag slashers from slicing through your bag strap and 
running off with your gear.  

Smart ‘Turn & Lock’ Hooks™  
These small smart devices pack a whole lot of intelligence. The hook unfastens so that you can 
fasten your bag to a secure fixture, be it the leg of a table or around a palm at a beach. What’s more, 
the smart hook has a special turning mechanism which actually locks the hook in to place making it 
harder for a bag snatcher to make an easy getaway.  
 

Smart Zipper Security™  
Pacsafe’s® concealed zipper clips make it difficult for crafty, opportunistic pickpockets to slide open 
your bag and steal your valuables. Hidden from view, thieves won’t know where to begin or how to 
get in. They also smartly attach to clips so if they are pulled, the bag won’t just slide open.  
 

 

Notes for editors:  

For additional information and high-res images please contact: Jen McCombie, International 

Marketing Manager on jmccombie@pacsafe.com or call +852 3664 8314 


